
MINUTES OF THE

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, July 20, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. – Room 25 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. J. Stuart Adams, Senate Chair

Rep. Michael E. Noel, House Chair

Sen. Benjamin M. McAdams

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Stephen H. Urquhart

Pres. Michael G. Waddoups

Rep. Roger E. Barrus

Rep. Joel K. Briscoe

Rep. Fred C. Cox

Rep. Jack R. Draxler

Rep. Lynn N. Hemingway

Rep. Neal B. Hendrickson

Rep. Christopher N. Herrod

Rep. Ken Ivory

Rep. Holly J. Richardson

Members Absent:

Rep. John Dougall

Rep. Stephen G. Handy

Rep. Patrick Painter

Rep. Ryan D. Wilcox

Staff Present:

Mr. Richard C. North, Policy Analyst

Mr. Robert H. Rees, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Tracey Fredman, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Adams called the meeting to order at 8:16 a.m. Rep. Handy was excused from the meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Richardson moved to approve minutes of the June 15, 2011 meeting. The motion passed

unanimously with Sen. Okerlund, Pres. Waddoups, and Rep. Briscoe absent for the vote.

2. Roof-Top Solar Power and Electrical Infrastructure Offset

Ms. Alene Bentley, Customer Community Manager, and Mr. Douglas Marx, Director, Smart Grid

Technology, Rocky Mountain Power (RMP), reported on a study done by RMP to assess the ability of roof-

top solar power to defer investments in electrical infrastructure.

Ms. Bentley also noted that RMP's net metering program has been nationally recognized.

Committee discussion followed. No action was taken on this item.

Chair Adams turned the chair to Rep. Noel.

3 Cost-Saving Technologies in State Government

Mr. J. Stephen Fletcher, Executive Director, Department of Technology Services (DTS), distributed and

presented "DTS Brings Value" and stated that one goal of DTS is to help businesses be more efficient in

their interaction with state government. Mr. Fletcher introduced committee members to some of the new

online services added within the past year to help meet that goal. 
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4.  A Rational Look at Renewable Energy

Mr. Kimball Rasmussen, President and CEO, Deseret Power, distributed and presented "A Rational Look at

Renewable Energy." Mr. Rasmussen discussed the intermittent output of wind energy and the cost of solar

energy, as compared with coal.

Mr. Ryan Davies, President and CEO, Renewable Energy Development Corporation, concurred that wind

and solar power are not adequate substitutes for existing base load power because of the intermittent nature

of those resources, but noted the cost for wind has decreased about 40 percent and the cost for solar about

50 percent during the last three years.

Ms. Sara Baldwin, Utah Clean Energy, encouraged continued discussion on renewable energy topics with

people in the field.

5. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Ivory moved to adjourn the meeting. Sen. McAdams, Pres. Waddoups, and Rep. Barrus

were absent for the vote. 

Chair Noel adjourned the meeting at 10:08 a.m.

 


